A Study of the Summarization of Word Problems

ABSTRACT

This action research investigates my sixth grade mathematics students’ ability to solve
word problems after instruction and practice using a specific word problem summarization
worksheet. The worksheet was designed to break down word problems into smaller parts,
helping students comprehend them and, in turn, find success that would enhance their confidence
and ability to successfully solve word problems. The worksheets each had a different type of
word problem, such as one-step, hidden information, or extra information. The final worksheet
consisted of a mixed review of each type of word problem previously practiced in class. Using
different types of data collection processes, I discovered that repeated practice using the word
problem summarization worksheet improved students’ attitudes toward solving word problems
and also increased their ability to solve word problems successfully, as indicated by the results of
a posttest. This research suggests that using the worksheet in the classroom is a way to help
students find a more manageable way to organize steps in the problem solving process while also

improving their abilities to successfully solve different types of word problems.



