Journal Writing in Mathematics: Exploring the Connections between Math Journals and
the Completion of Homework Assignments
Abstract

In this action research study of sixth grade mathematics, I investigate how the use of written
journals facilitates the learning of mathematics for my students. I explore furthermore whether or
not these writing journals support students to complete their homework. My analysis reveals that
while students do not access their journals daily, when students have the opportunity to write
more about one specific problem--such as finding the relationship between the area of two
different sized rectangles — they, are nevertheless, more likely to explain their thoughts in-depth
and go beyond the traditional basic steps to arrive at a solution. This suggests the value of
integrating journal writing in a math curriculum as it can facilitate classroom discussion from the

students’ written work.



